
           

An AMA Gold Club 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to 
be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit 
I am terrible with names, so if I get your name 
wrong in the newsletter I apologize beforehand.  If 
I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  If you send me 
an email or hand me a note on any corrections, I 
will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the 
newsletter also.     You can contact me at 
jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for 
the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 1 - Warrior Day at AMA National Flying 
Site -NOTE date change.-  

September 5 - Monthly club meeting 7:30 at Club 
Field 
October 3 - Monthly club meeting 7:30 at Club 
Field 

October 3 - Monthly club meeting  

October 13 - Fall Float Fly at Avon Park. Click  

  

August 2018 Meeting Minutes 

Recorded by John Lawyer Newsletter Editor 

The August 2018 club meeting was held on August 1, 2018 
at the flying field clubhouse.  President Rege Hall called the 
meeting to order at 7:33 PM.  . 
 
President's Report  
 No report 
 
Vice President's Report  
 No Report 
 
Treasurer's Report  
 John Edwards gave us a summary of the club’s 

treasury 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Field Marshall’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Safety Coordinator's Report  
 No report. 
 
New Members/Visitors 
 
 
Old Business 
 The HVAF/ Model Aviation Day will be August 11th from 

10 to 2.  Bill Clontz has lined up the meal from Devine 
BBQ.  We will get enough for 150 People.  Bill had 
donated the cost of $450.  Rege was going to see about 
getting to GFS to get Plates and sodas.   We will 
Charge $10 per plate. It will include a sandwich, two 
sides, a cookie and a drink. We will need help with 
serving.  Jamie and Zack Brown were already 
volunteered to serve.  Tom was going to see about 
lining up the second port-a-let.   As far as parking, it is 
hoped that the alfalfa will be cut by that date.  Club 
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members were asked to park behind the Club buildings 
or along the road after dropping off airplanes. 

 Also will need help with Raffle and lunch tickets. 
 They will do field prep on Friday.  Mow, trim and get 

ropes run. Going to try to get some new mulch, will 
need help with shovels and wheelbarrow.  

 It is asked that popup tents be kept to the ends of the 
field so spectators have a clear view. 

 For six years we have been the club to raise the most in 
the country.  $7500 last year.  Plan to do better this 
year. 

 Still need help hitting up businesses for raffle donations. 
 Looking to get the Boy Scouts again to do the flag 

raising at the start of the day. 
 John Louden will take care of the speakers and the 

National Anthem. 
 We will need people to bring trainers and give short 

flights to interested parties. There will be no flight 
simulators this year. 

 It is asked that no members sit on the bench.  Be 
prepared to talk to people. 

 This will go rain or shine. 
 We then talked about the survey that went out for the 

County Fair display.  We had 25 people respond.  We 
need to get better at this, as it is a good way to get in 
front of the pubic.  Need more people there.  It is much 
better than negative press.   

 Twin Bridges likes what we do for the community and 
they do give us a great deal on the flying field.  We get 
it for $1 a year,  they supply the port-a-let, built the 
shop, fertilize the field, and supply the gravel for the 
parking lot. 

 
New Business 
 John Louden was going to talk to the Avon Parks 

people about having a fall float fly in their town parks.  
He was going to see about doing it September 14th or 
22nd.  There was also some talk of doing a float fly at 
the lake at Washington Park Lake. 

 The AMA Warrior Day at the Muncie AMA flying site will 
be September 1st.  Rege thought it will start at 11 
o’clock. We will be putting up training flights for the 
warriors and a small airshow. 

 
With no further club business, the meeting was adjourned  
 
The September club meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
September 5th, at the flying field clubhouse and will begin at 
7:30 PM. One last reminder, please support your local hobby 
stores.  Special thanks go out to HobbyTown USA in 
Castleton for extending a discount to our club for our 
monthly and year-end raffle prizes.  
 

 
 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 

-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
 
 

AMA Warrior Day 
From Tom Carlyle 

 
Fellow Blacksheep, 
  
As I’m sure you all know, the Blacksheep are the host club for 
AMA’s Warrior Day at AMA HQ on Saturday, September 1.  I sent 
out a request for help with the event a couple of weeks ago.  We 
have only heard from 6 or 7 of you.  We need more help with this 
event. 
  

THE EVENT SCHEDULE IS: 
  
Event Time:  10:30 to 2:30 
  
Q  10:30  -  event participant registration 
Q  10:45 to  11:30  -  lunch and discussions with participants (may 
have a couple very short demo flights or FPV demo) 
Q  11:30  -  Warriors and crew head to the Indiana Warbird 
Campaign site (we will need some instructors to stay back in case 
all the Warriors do not want to attend the Indiana Warbird 
Campaign airshow) 
Q  12:00  to 12:30   -  Indiana Warbird Campaign airshow (AMA 
have asked for several volunteers to stay and man the simulator 
trailer which will be located at the IWC site) 
Q  12:30 to 2:30   -  Instructor flights 
  
If you have not already done so, please drop me, Rege Hall 
(Rege.E.Hall@rolls-royce.com) or John Louden 
(jlouden@techcom.com) a response if you can help out with this 
event.  We need help from more than the members who have 
already responded. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Tom Carlyle  
Secretary 
Blacksheep RC Modelers 
Phone:  (317) 852-0745  
e-mail:  Tom.Carlyle@duke-energy.com  
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Taken from Model Airplane News 
newsletter. 
Model Airplane Fuel 
Systems Explained 
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Debra Cleghorn  
Assembly Tips, Featured News, Getting Started, Power 
Systems  

 
Radio control model airplanes rely on two basic systems to 
fly, the radio system and the power system (excluding 
gliders). When you have a nitro-burning glow engine if your 
engine loses its fuel supply, you’ll find yourself in a dead-
stick situation with a plane that wasn’t designed to be a 
glider. To prevent dead-stick landings, the first steps are 
taken at the workbench while you install the fuel tank and 
other necessary fuel-system components. Though this is an 
easy task for experienced builders, newcomers may find it a 
bit of a challenge. This article will highlight some of the 
basics of the fuel components that feed your model’s engine 
and will make all that plumbing more understandable. 

THE BASICS 

 

Fuel tanks come in all shapes and sizes. 

 

Fuel filters are worth their weight in gold! Clean fuel 
means no trash in the tanks. 

 

Whenever possible, pad your fuel tank with foam 
rubber-it helps prevent “foaming.” 

Just like the family car, the fuel tank contains the engine’s 
fuel supply. The tank is connected to the engine’s carburetor 
with flexible fuel line (plastic tubing), and a rubber stopper 
seals it. For a tank to operate properly, it must have a vent 
line that allows air to enter the tank as fuel is drawn out. It 
relieves the vacuum left in the tank. Model airplanes don’t 
always fly straight and level. To allow the fuel to flow at 
different attitudes, the tank has a flexible internal pick-up 
tube. A heavy “clunk” fitting is attached to the end of the 
pick-up tube to always keep the end of the tube at the lowest 
part of the tank. If the pick-up tube wasn’t flexible, once the 
fuel level dropped below the pick-up tube, the supply of 
fuel would stop and the engine would die. 

Lengths of brass tube pass through the tank’s rubber 
stopper, and the fuel lines that carry the fuel to the engine 
slip over the ends brass tubes. The rest of the fittings and 
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accessories help the fuel system work properly and make it 
easier to maintain and operate. 

BAD VIBES 

 

Making your fuel tank easy to get to makes maintenance 
of your fuel system easier to do. 

 

The removable fuel tank tray can also secure your 
battery packs. 

One common problem that can lead to your engine running 
lean is fuel foaming in the tank. Vibration causes this and it 
forms tiny bubbles in the fuel. The bubbles cause erratic 
fuel flow and the air in the bubbles causes the fuel mixture 
to lean out. The simple solution to this is to make sure to 
properly pad your fuel tank with soft foam rubber. Also, 
make sure that after time, you check the padding to see if 
any part of the unprotected tank is coming in contact with 
the model’s inner structure like a former or engine mount 
bolt or nut. I prefer to use rubber bands to hold the foam 
padding in place but you can also use tape. Make sure you 
don’t compress the foam too much as this will lessen its 
ability to isolate the tank from the vibration. 

Regular maintenance is key to keeping your entire model in 
top condition. One way to keep a better eye on your fuel 
system is to make the tank removable. When there is no fuel 
tank compartment hatch, I make a slide-in tank tray from 
lite-ply and a matching set of rails inside the fuselage. This 
way, I can slide the tank into place and secure it with a 
couple of small screws. You can save more space by 
attaching your battery pack to the tray as well. 

This system works extremely well, especially with large 
airplanes. 

To choose the correct size fuel tank for your airplane, check 
your kit’s directions or check the engine manufacturer’s 
recommendations. You’ll want a tank that can hold enough 
fuel for a 15 to 20 minute flight. 

TWO-LINE SETUP 

 

Adding a fuel filter to your fuel supply line gives you 
double protection. 

A two-line fuel system is the simplest and almost foolproof 
way to go. The setup requires only two pieces of brass tube, 
a clunk, a rubber stopper and a short length of silicone 
tubing. Bend one tube 90 degrees to form the vent and insert 
it through the stopper. The vent lets outside air in as the fuel 
is drained out, and it acts as an overflow indicator when you 
fill the tank. The second tube is the fuel-supply for the 
engine and the interior pick-up tube and clunk are attached 
to it. To fill the tank, the fuel supply tubing is removed from 
the carburetor and attached to your filler pump line. When 
the tank is full, you simply reattach the line to your 
carburetor. The vent line is often attached to a pressure 



fitting on the engine’s muffler. This arrangement helps 
pressurize the tank to enhance fuel flow to the engine. 

2-line setup 

 

The simplest and most trouble-free setup is a two-line 
tank. 

THREE-LINE SETUP 

In a three-line tank, the setup is just like for a two-line 
arrangement, but a third line is added and used to fill the 
tank. The third line doesn’t need an interior pick-up line and 
clunk, but many do add them to allow the removal of fuel at 
the end of the day. Before running your engine, you must 
seal off or cap the third line to prevent fuel from leaking 
out. Fuel line plugs called “Fuel Dots” are available 
commercially to do this, but you can also use a tight-fitting 
machine screw or a short piece of ?-inch-diameter brass rod 
material as well. In a pinch, you can use a one-inch length 
of ?-inch dowel. 

3-LINE SETUP 

 

Three-line tank setups allow convenient tank filling 
without removing the fuel line from the engine. 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY FX MODELS 

 TROUBLESHOOTING 

Properly installed, your glow engine fuel system will last a 
very long time and may never need to be changed. In a hard 
landing, however, some of its parts may be dislodged or a 
line can become kinked or pinched. Here are some common 
fuel-flow problems and fixes. 

After a hard landing, the flexible pickup tube and clunk 
inside the fuel tank can be forced all the way forward. This 
can go unnoticed until the next flight when the tank stops 
delivering fuel to the engine in a nose-high attitude. To 
prevent this, solder a short piece of brass tube to your clunk. 
This decreases the pick-up tube’s flexibility a bit but still 
allows it to draw fuel in normal flying attitudes. 

If your engine starts to run lean for no apparent reason, 
check for small pinholes in the fuel-supply lines. Check 
closely where ever there is a tight bend or where the fuel or 
line comes into contact with the firewall. To help prevent 
chafing at the fire-wall pass-through, drill a small hole in 
the firewall and use a length of brass tube in the holes. Slip 
the fuel lines over the brass tubes to complete the system. 

If your engine begins to run erratically, debris may have 
gotten into your fuel system. It usually finds its way into the 
model’s fuel tank from your fuel storage jug, and if it blocks 
fuel flow, your engine will die. To prevent this, use an in-
line fuel filter in the fuel supply line just before the 
carburetor. Install another filter in your fuel-pump line so 
you fill your tank with clean filtered glow fuel. Add a 
combination fuel clunk/filter, and you have a triple defense 
against dead-sticks. 
Updated: August 14, 2018 — 4:52 PM  

Tags: fuel system, model airplane, rc power system 

 
 

 

by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 
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